Hello YMCA Soccer Families,
Welcome to Recreational Soccer at the Y!
Please read this email carefully and in full. It contains important information about practices, game schedules, coaches, equipment, and more.
Note: Replying directly to this email will NOT reach the Sports Director. Please email Ashley at Ashley.Callison@helenaymca.org

PRACTICE INFORMATION
Scroll to the “Notes” section at the BOTTOM OF THIS EMAIL to find your team’s practice day, time, and location.
GAME SCHEDULES
Scroll to the “Website” section at the BOTTOM OF THIS EMAIL and click the link to view your team’s schedule.
· Review your Saturday game schedule after clicking the link.
· This schedule is a draft and may change if teams receive new coaches.
· Some divisions have Bye Weeks due to an odd number of teams. Coaches may choose to schedule a make‑up game during a practice time if desired.
· The YMCA will reschedule any cancellations due to severe weather or unsafe air quality.

SEASON REMINDERS
· Season Dates: September 14th to October 24th 
· First Games: Saturday, September 19th
Helpful resources can be found by Googling “Helena Y Gametime” → Coaches Corner → Soccer section. You will find the Players & Coaches Manual, field maps, and more.

EQUIPMENT
Players should bring a soccer ball labeled with their name:
· K – 3rd Grade: Size 3
· 4th/5th Grade: Size 4
If your family has any financial concerns about purchasing a ball, or if your child needs cleats, please reach out. We have spare balls and several pairs of new cleats available for older players.
Team jerseys will be distributed to coaches before the first game.
Picture Days are not yet scheduled—we’ll share information soon.
Parking Reminder: The YMCA/Centennial Field lots fill quickly, especially on early-season game days. Please allow extra time to park.

VOLUNTEER COACHES
Coaching positions are confirmed first‑come, first‑served. If you signed up to coach within the last 24hours, your name has not yet been added to the system but you can find all of the coaching information on YGametime Coaches Corner.  If you volunteered but are not listed as a coach, it may be because your child’s team already had a coach. You are still welcome to help—contact your team’s coach if you’d like to assist. Likewise, if no coach is listed below, your team is still looking for a coach. Please reach out as soon as possible if you would like to coach. Teams without a coach may be cancelled.

HEALTH & SAFETY
WEATHER
Montana weather can be unpredictable.
We will cancel practices or games only for extreme conditions.
We cannot use fields if snow is on the grass.
We do our best to reschedule missed days.
AIR QUALITY
We will cancel practices/games when air quality reaches high orange or red levels according to the MT DEQ website.
If your child is sensitive even in yellow, please keep them home.
All players may participate in games regardless of practice attendance.

SIGN UP FOR ALERTS
Click the link next to “Game Schedules” below to sign up for weather/air-quality cancellation alerts.

If you have additional questions, please contact the YMCA directly at 
📧 Ashley.Callison@helenaymca.org
📞 406‑406-442-9622 
Thank you, and we look forward to a fantastic season!

